interview e Andreas Dracopoulos

ANOPQIIIA: H NMPQTOBOYAIA YITEIAZ
TOY IAPYMATOZ TAYPOZ NIAPXOX
noy AHMIOYPI'El TONOZHMA ZOH>

Mia oudiTnon yia Toug voonAeuTég oTo voookopeio «O Euayyehiopdg» nupoddtnoe tnv naykéopia MpwroPoulia
yia Tnv Yyeia ané 1o 18pupa Zradpog Nidpxog, pe otéx0 Tn xwpig nepiopiopols npéoBacn SAwv Twv NoAITwy oth
dnpdaia uyeia. O MNpdedpog Tou I1dpUparog Zralipog Nidpxog (IZN), k. Avdpéag Apakdnoulog, pag odnyei otnv
Yuxn kai oto pENov Tng dwpedg, Tnv onoia Tinota dev pnopei va nepiypdyel nio 1davikd anéd tn Agn «avBpwnid.

HUMANITY: THE STAVROS NIARCHOS
FOUNDATION’S HEALTH INITIATIVE
IS USHERING IN LANDMARK CHANGES
IN GLOBAL HEALTHCARE

A discussion regarding the challenges that nurses face at Athens’ Evangelismos Hospital prompted
the launch of the Stavros Niarchos Foundation’s Health Initiative, a plan of international scope that aims
to secure access to public healthcare for all citizens, without restrictions. In an interview with Blue,
Mr Andreas Dracopoulos, Co-President of SNF, spoke of the vision behind the foundation’s
grant initiative, describing it as an “act of humanity,” and talked about future plans.

ATO THN KATEPINA I. ANEXTH / BY KATERINA I. ANESTI
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DwTopealioTIKN angikévion Tou MavenioTnpiakoU
Naidiatpikol Noocokopgiou Oeaoalovikng IZN, nou
oxedidalel o Pévroo Midvo, yéoa og pia katdpurn éKraon,
akoAouBwvTtag Tnv nenoibnon Tng apxaidétntag 6T n puon
BonBa otnv Taxeia Bepaneia kal avappwon.

/ A photorealistic rendering of the SNF University Pediatric
Hospital of Thessaloniki, designed by Renzo Piano in a
wooded area, follows the ancient belief that immersion in
nature helps rapid healing and recovery.
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interview e Andreas Dracopoulos

«A, av16 glvan po opaia wotopia!». O Avdpéac Apakdmovrog,
[Ipdedpog tov I6pvpatoc Xtavpog Nidpyog, dev cuvndilet va
OTTOVTOL LE TOV OVAUEVOLEVO, GTEYVO TPOTO OTIG EpOTNOELS. Emi-
(PLAACCEL TAVTO TOV OLPVISIOGUO Kol TN S1IoTACT TNG TPOGM-
TKNG OXEONG KoL avTiAnymng yo kéBe dpdon tov IZN. Tov éyw
pnoMG potioet yuo ) yryavtaio IIpotofoviia yio v Yyeio mov
avakoivwoe to 2017 1o Tdpupa. Apketd ypdvia mpv Eeondoet
1 Tovdnpia Tov capwace Vv ovBpomodtnta, To IXN gvepyomoi-
noe i dwped mov vrepPaiver ta S00 exat. SoAdpia, aTOCKOTM-
vtag Oyt Lovo oto va Bmpaxicet tn dnpocia vyeio oty EAAGSa
pe véa vocokopeia mov oxedidlet o Pévico ITidvo —«ta voco-
Kopelo Tov LEALOVTOCH—, EPYa VTTOSOUNG, EKTAOEVOT|C, EEOTAL-
GO, aAAG Kot va eEQGPAMGEL Y10 OAOVG TO SIKAT®LO ATPOGKO-
g tpdcPaong oty vyeia.

«Avt) n opaia wotopice, Aomov, dpyloe and po cuinnon
TPOKEUEVOL VO EVIGYVCOVUE TO £PYO0 KoL TNV EKTOUOELOT TV
vocokouwv 6tov Evayyehopon, Aéel. 1ig oxeTikég GUOKEYELG
pe o Yrovpyeio Yyelog npBav 610 pog Kot GAAo peydio tpo-
BAnpoTa ko aviyKeg, Tov 0dNyNnoay oxedov axkaplaio 6Ty 0En
yw v [potopfovria yio tnv Yyeia. «H 6An otopia yryavid-
Onke kot Eyer Aéov odnynoet oe o Taykdoo [potofoviia,
o6mov peTa&y daAlmv divoupe Wwitepo Papog oto MMnua g
yoyng vyeiog. Iiotevovpe 61t Ba givar To peydho Tpofinua
mov Oa avTyetotiost N avOporoTnTa QeENG. AvTd TOL TAVTO
Ao eivar Ot av Ekave Eva KOAO 1) Tavdnuia, eivor 0Tt apaipece
70 otiypo TG Yoytkng vyeiog. Ipdkeitar yo Eva tpdfAnpa Tov
Gyyi&e OAEC TG owKOYEVELES HESH aTd TIC TPOTOPAVELG GUVOT-
KeS oL Pudoape. o ovVOKOWVOGOVE KOl GAAL TPOYPALLOTO
Kot O1ebveig cuvepyasies, otnv EALGSa kot 610 eEmTepikd, o€
GYECT LE TNV YUYIKN VYelon, amokaAvTTel 610 Blue o Avdpéag
ApoxOTOVAOG.

Owcodopundnke pio oMotikn Tpotofoviia. H yoyu vyeia,
OTTOGTIYHOTIGUEVT], UTTOIVEL GTNV TPATN YPOUUT, TNV 1010 Dpa.
mwov o Pévtoo [Tidvo oyedialel ta vosokopeio Tov HéALoVToC.
«Tov TAepdvnoa kot Tov gima: EXOvpe Kot GAAT SOVAELD,
Pévtoo!» Bopdrtar o Avopéag Apakdmovrog. «O ITidvo yéhaoe.
Tov gina: ytiovpe vosokopeio, Era! Eywvov dha mold ypiyopo.
"Exet 1o 6papa, v evaichnecia, mietedel ol 6tov pOLO TOV
VOGOKOEIOV EMOTPEPOVTAG OTNV EXOYN OOV 1 AVAPP®ST YLVO-
Tav péoa ot evon, ekel 6mov Ba Ppickovtal ta Tpict voco-
Kopeia. Ayomdet, atcOdveral, oéfeton v EALGSa. Oéhet va
giva pépog Tov mpoypappatog yo v Yyeia. Etvan mpayparti-
KOG pilogy, Aéel o Avopéag Apakodmovrog. H Ipwtofoviia yio
v Yyeia tov IEN mepilapfavel Tov oxed1ocpuod, TV KATAGKEDT|
kot tov e€omhopd tov véou I'evikod Nocokopeiov Kopotnvrg
Tdpvpa Zravpog Nidpyog, Tov véov TTavemiopiakov [Madio-
Tpwkod Nocokopeiov ®eccarovikng Topupa Etavpog Nidpyog
Kot Tov véov I'evikod Nocokopeiov Zrndptng Idpupa Ztavpog
Nidpyog. Ka, pvoikd, v mpoundsia kot my eykatdotoon e6o-
mMopob oto Nocokopeio Evayyeopdc kot thv vrootipién tng
avapopewong g Movadag Evtatikng Ospomeiog kot tov Tun-
patog Eneryoviwv tov Nocokopegion. O telMkOc 6T0(0¢ GLVO-
yiletal ot @pacn «Omol0g Kot va gicat, TpEmEL va EYELg dikai-
oo Kol ypRyopn podcfact otny vygion, Omwg Aéel o Avopéag
Apakdmovrog. «Agv givor ToAVTELELD, Eivat avarykaio ayado yio
OAovg. ANpocto oyafo».
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“That’s a good story,” enthused Andreas Dracopoulos, Co-President
of the Stavros Niarchos Foundation, when asked about the origins of
the Health Initiative launched by SNF in 2017. Dracopoulos is rarely
taciturn or detached; instead, his answers show a keen personal inter-
est in the initiatives taken by SNF. Long before the global pandemic,
SNF had put in motion a grant initiative, worth over $500 million, to
reinforce Greece’s public health sector with new, state-of-the-art hos-
pitals - designed by internationally renowned architect Renzo Piano
- infrastructure projects, training programmes and equipment, and to
ensure unrestricted access to healthcare for all.

“It all began with a discussion about supporting the work of the
nurses at Evangelismos Hospital and the training they receive,” Dra-
copoulos said. During meetings with Health Ministry officials, a number
of other major problems and needs also emerged, and this quickly led
to the Health Initiative idea. “The whole thing grew in size and has now
led to a wider international initiative, through which, amongst other
things, we are paying particular attention to mental health issues. We
believe this will be the main problem encountered by humanity from
now on. | always say that if the pandemic achieved one good thing, it
was the de-stigmatisation of mental health issues. This is a problem
that affected every family in the unprecedented conditions we experi-
enced. We'll also be announcing other programmes and collaborations,
in Greece and abroad, regarding mental health,” Dracopoulos told Blue.

A holisticapproach has been developed, with efforts to remove the
stigma surrounding mental health issues at the forefront. At the same
time, Renzo Piano - the architect responsible for the Stavros Niarchos
Foundation Cultural Center (SNFCC) - is busy designing hospitals of
the future. “I called him up and said: ‘We’ve got more work, Renzo,””
Dracopoulos said. “Piano laughed. | told him: ‘We’re building hospitals.
Come on over!’ Everything happened very quickly. He has the vision, the
sensitivity, and greatly believes in the role of the hospital returning to a
time when recuperation took place in natural environments, and that’s
where three new SNF hospitals will be located. He loves, understands
and respects Greece. He wants to be a part of the health program. He
isatrue friend,” Dracopoulos added.

The SNF’s Health Initiative includes the design, construction and
outfitting of the new Stavros Niarchos Foundation General Hospital of
Komotini, the new Stavros Niarchos Foundation University Pediatric
Hospital of Thessaloniki, and the new Stavros Niarchos Foundation
General Hospital of Sparta, in addition to the procurement and instal-
lation of new equipment for Evangelismos Hospital in Athens, and the
strengthening of its Intensive Care Unit and Emergency Department.

<Omno1o¢ ka1 va gioat, pérel va éxe1g Sikaimpia
Kal yphiyopn ripéofaon oty vyeia. Aev givai
noAvtéAelq, eival avaykaio ayadoé yia dlovg.
Anpooto ayadd. Avtdg eivat o 0toxog g
IIpooPovdiag yua v Yyeia tov [EN».

“No matter who you are, you have the right
to healthcare, including swift access (o it.
This isn't a luxury. It's a necessary
good for everyone, a public good.
This is the aim of SNF’s Health Initiative.”

AT 10 «OTO10G KO AV €0 EKPPALEL, AAAWDOTE, e KUT-
Tapikd Tpdmo, T dpdom Tov [EN. «Oa 6ag 10 T Kot avamoda:
€101Ké BEAov e va €pBeig, dmotog kar av gicat. [Tiotedm 6T T
Com v Eovayrilelg omd KaTo Tpog o Tave. Exovpe Egxdoet
tov avOpomo. '’ avtd to KITIEN métuye, eneldn to aykdioce
0 k6opoc. To id10 Oéhovpe va copPel ka pe v Yyeia. Na dvva-
pooovpe 1o EOvikd Zvompa Yyeiog, vo to kdvovpe tpocPd-
GO GE OAOVGY.

To 2024, 6€ MydtepO 0o dVO YPOVIQ, OVOLUEVETOL VOL TP
d00&i 0 mpmTO Vosokopeio mov oyedialet o Pévroo IMidvo, avtd
omv Kopomvr. EWdwotepa yio to IMavemo oo [Todiorpikd
Nocoxkopeio 6tn Osocorovikn Oa e&umnpetel oloxAnpa to Bai-
Kavio, pe VYNAES TPOSLUYPUPES, YL LOVO G TTPOG TOV EEOTTAL-
opd aALG KAl WG TTPOG TIG GLVEPYOGies pe EEvo voookopeia,
TO EKTOLOEVTIKG TTPOYPAppaTa K.0.K. Eivol mpopavég 0Tt dive-
Tl £UPACT 6T SNULOVPYIC VOGOKOUEI®V Kol VTOSOU®Y GTNV
neplpépela g yopoas. H Ipwtofoviia yio v Yyeio mepiioypt-
Baver emiong v vioyvomn TOV VOGAEVTIKOD TOUEN, TNV TPO-
punfeta véov eEomMo oD Yo TV EVIGYLOT| TOV AEPOSIAKOUS DV
tov EKAB, «31011 eivat onpavtikd va kdvovpe 660 o ypiyopn
Kot avetn v TpdcPacn 6To VOGOKOUEIN KOl OTIG VANPECIEG
vyeiog. Avtd kdvouvpe. Tuvodovue Tig teleieg. Connecting the
dotsy», 6nmg e€nyel 0 Avdpéag Apakdrovroc. Eriong, n Ipwto-
BovAia wepthapPaver Ty Tpoundeia Kot Ty £yKoTAoTOOT E101-
KoV atpikov e&omopov (PET — Topoypopia exmopmrg molitpo-
Vimv) 6€ eTAeYHEVO ONUOGLO VOGOKOUEID KOIL TH YN ULOTOdOTNON
™G SLOUOPPMGONG KOL TNG VAOTOINONG EKTALOEVTIKMY TPOYPOLLL-

«AvBpwmnid» gival o TiTAog nou divel o

id10g o Mp6edpog Tou I15pUaTog ZTAUPOG
Nidpxog, K. Avdpéag ApakonouAog, oTnv
MpwTtoBoulia yia Tnv Yy€ia, Nou NPocpEpEl
otnv EAAGSa Tpia véa voookopeia, Ye

TIG NPOJdIAYPAPEG VA EKNPOCWNOUV Ta
VOooKouEia Tou péAAovToG. / “Humanity”

is the title given by the Co-President of the
Stavros Niarchos Foundation, Mr Andreas
Dracopoulos, to SNF’s Health Initiative that
is building three new hospitals in Greece,
with design specifications that will represent
the hospitals of the future.

«Avtd ov nava Mo eivai éu, av ékave
éva kalo n navonpia, eivar 6u agaipeoe 1o
ouypa g Poxikng vyeiag. Oa avakorvmoovpie
véa ipoypappata ka Siebveic ovvepyaoieg,
omv EAAGSa kat oto emiepixod, oe oxéon
je mv Puxikn vyeiar.

“I always say that if the pandemic achieved
one good thing, it was the de-stigmatisation of
mental health issues. We'll also be announcing

other programmes and collaborations, in
Greece and abroad, regarding mental health.”

The ultimate aim of the endeavour was summed up by Dracopoulos:
“No matter who you are, you have the right to healthcare, including
swift access toit. Thisisn’ta luxury. It’s a necessary good for everyone,
a public good.”

This unprejudiced approach permeates SNF’s initiative to its core.
“Let me explain it to you the other way around as well. We want people
to come, no matter who they are. | believe that life is built from the
bottom to the top. Too often, the ordinary person has been forgotten.
Which is why the SNFCC has succeeded; it has been embraced by the
general public. We want the same for the health sector, to strengthen
the National Health System and make it accessible to all.”

The Komotini hospital is scheduled to be the first of the three

_—
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interview e Andreas Dracopoulos

u o€ OévTpa, xwpig NoAAoUG opoPouG, e Nnapdbupa nou
V 0TOUG aoBeVeiG va BAEnouv Ta SEvipa akopa Kai
Bari Toug, 10 Meviké Noocokopeio KopoTtnvig IZN.

d in the woods and without many floors, the SNF

al Hospital of Komotini, will have winddvys_thgtﬁvill enable
see the trees from their beds. )

(I

|

dTohnopdg, Téxveg, Yyeia, Exnaievon
etvat ta Oepréia g (ong. Fadikda o1 Téxveg
artoktovv peyaldepn adia and noté omv
ertoxn pag. livovia epyaleio avOpmmagy.

“Culture, Arts, Health and Education
are the foundations of life. The arts,
especially, are acquiring greater importance
than ever before in our era. They are
becoming a tool for humanity.”

HATOV Y10 TV OVILETOTION TOV TPOOLOTOG KOl TNV TPOANY
TOV EVOOVOGOKOUELNKMY AOUMEEDV.

Metd to Tordonpo Hottiopov mov givar to KITEN, to [IEN
dnovpyei tomdonpo ong otnv EALGSa: vosokoeio kot vtodo-
péc. Me évav TpOmo opyavikd Kot euotkd. «Ma £Tot eivar 1 idia
n Loy, e&nyel o Avipéag Apakdmovrog. «Iloitiondg, Téxves,
Yyeia, Exnaidevon givon to Ogpéha g {ong. Ewdwd o1 Téyveg
amoktovv peyolvtepn aio amd moté oty emoyn poc. I'ivovon
epyaleio avOpomids pésa oty 1600 TEpimiokn (o1 Tov Lodpe.
H Téyvn givar to povo mov pog dtapopomotel omd ta {da, Hog
kavet Eava avBpanove. Ko BéBara, yio va ) yapodue, €, npé-
meLva, Eovpe v vyeio pogy. Tov vimbm va yopoyedd and v
AN Gkpr TG YPAUUNG, oTa Ypapeio Tov IEN otn Néa Yopk.

KaBorov toyaio, 10 geoTifdA-0eG1d¢ TOV KaAoKoploD

88 - blue magazine

Piano-designed hospitals to be completed, in 2024, less than two
years from now. The University Pediatric Hospital of Thessaloniki
promises to serve the entire Balkan region, thanks to state-of-the-art
equipment, collaborations with hospitals abroad, educational pro-
grammes and other initiatives. Obviously, the emphasis is on creating
hospitals and infrastructure in the periphery of the country.

The SNF Health Initiative also includes substantial investment
in the nursing sector, as well as procurement of new equipment to
strengthen the National Centre for Emergency Care’s (EKAV) air ambu-
lance services because “it is important to make access to hospitals
and health services as swift and comfortable as possible. This is what
we are doing - connecting the dots,” Dracopoulos explained. Further-
more, the Health Initiative includes procurement and installation of
special medical equipment (PET, or Positron Emission Tomography) at
selected public hospitals around Greece, and funding for the formula-
tion and implementation of educational programmes on the treatment
of trauma and the prevention of in-hospital infections.

Following up on the establishment of the SNFCC as a cultural insti-
tution, SNF is now working to improve healthcare in Greece through
the development of hospitals and medical infrastructure in an organic
way. “That’s how life is,” explained Dracopoulos. “Culture, Arts, Health
and Education are the foundations of life. The arts, especially, are
acquiring greater importance than ever before in our era. They are
becoming a tool for humanity as we face the increasing complexity of
life. Artis the only thing that differentiates us from animals; it makes
us human again. And, of course, to be able to enjoy art, we need to
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tov IEN oto KITIEN @étog Oa £xet Oépa v vyeia, Titho «SNF
Nostos Health» kot poto ™ @pdon tov Tloptl Mrépvapvt Zo
«dmoe o€ £vav avBpmno vyein Kot 6TdYo Kot dev O avapmTn-
Oei moté av eivar evtuyiopévocy. O Avipéac Apakdmovrog, OTmg
kot 0 Pévtoo ITudvo, etvon peta&h tmv kopveainy oiAntdy mov
0o Adpovv pépog oto SNF Conference, To cuvédpro pe Opa v
1p60odo g Ipwtofoviiog yio tnv Yyeia. [opdiinia, oto mhai-
610 Ttévto Tov Nostos (23-24/06), ot Arddoyot tov IEN, ov vAo-
TOLOVVTOL [LE TNV EMUEAELDL TOV LT} KEPGOGKOTIKOV S1[LOGLOYPOL-
oV opyaviopov iMEdD, Oa tporypatomon|couy pa kdnioon
pe 0épo «Poycn Yyeio kot Social Mediay. Ot emokénteg Tov
KIIIEN awtd t0 Stqpepo, g evepyoi cuUUETEXOVTES, B0l pmo-
povV -peta&d GAA®V- va TtepmyNnBovv o€ po ékBecn Tov pmTo-
Ypaeov @odwpn NikoAdoL aQIEPOUEVT] GTNV YUYIKT DYEIR Kot
vo. ThonynBovv og Evav maykdouo yaptn pe dedopéva vyeiog
7oL Voypapet To Johns Hopkins University.

Zntdo amd tov Avopén ApakdTovAo va Balet Evav, LLovo-
Aektkd, titho oty [pwrtoBoviia yia tnv Yyeio. «AvOpomidy»,
pov amavtd. «Kot 6molog katdiafe, katdiape. Av kot vouilo
ot1, dwPalovtag avth ™ cvlTon pag, Oa avtiinedovv 6iot
TAMPOS TL EVVOO». Mia pikpn madomn kot cvveyiler: «Ilebai-
vouv T6601 AvOpToL YOp® Hog. Opeilovpe 6To Gvopd TOVG Kot
TN LN TOvG va yivovpe 6ot kaAvtepot. Na yivoupe Eava
GvOpomTow).

Info: www.snf.org, www.snfnostos.org

o, will have
of the hospital.

be healthy,” he continued, and | felt sure he was smiling on the other
end of the line at SNF’s offices in New York City.

Not coincidentally, SNF’s annual summer festival Nostos
(23rd-24th June) at the SNFCC, now an institution on the cultural
calendar, will be health-themed this year. Titled SNF Nostos Health,
it will carry a quote from George Bernard Shaw as its motto: “Give
a man health and a course to steer, and he’ll never stop to trouble
about whether he’s happy or not.” During the festival, Dracopoulos
and Piano will be among the key speakers at the SNF Nostos Confer-
ence, where the discussion will focus on the progress of the Health
Initiative. Concurrently, SNF Dialogues, held under the guidance of
the non-profit journalism organisation iMEdD, will present an event
titled “Mental Health and Social Media.” During the two-day festival,
SNFCC attendees will be able, among others, to see an exhibition
by photographer Thodoris Nikolaou on the subject of mental health
and navigate a world map of health data provided by Johns Hopkins
University.

| asked Co-President Dracopoulos for a one-word title capturing
the essence of the Health Initiative. “Humanity” was his response.
“And whoever understands will understand. But, I think that every-
body who has read this discussion of ours will fully comprehend what
I mean.” He paused briefly and continued: “So many people are dying
around us. We all owe it to their names, their memories to become
better people, to become human again.”

Info: www.snf.org, www.snfnostos.org
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